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Dr. Derek Wilkinson is the Director of the Institute for Northern Ontario Research and 
Development (INORD) at Laurentian University. He was a co-applicant in the internationally 
renowned New Rural Economy Project. He was one of the three original researchers in the 
largest socio-economic study of any Northern Ontario community, the 8-year Elliot Lake 
Tracking Study. He grew up in Copper Cliff, attended Queen's University and the London 
School of Economics. 
 
Achieving a Northern Ontario Data Center has been a long-standing goal of INORD. Lack of 
regional data has made regionally oriented research difficult and has made it prohibitively 
time-consuming for researchers to contribute effectively to many policy debates. A lack of 
local data may have hindered local policy decisions. It has also forced teachers to substitute 
data on other communities when teaching students about the issues that affect them and their 
families in the North. 
 
The creation of the Laurentian University Branch associated with the University of Waterloo 
and connected to the Statistics Canada's Research Data Centre network is a step towards 
research independence. For the first time, researchers in Northern Ontario will have access to 
the micro-data from longitudinal national surveys. Access to this micro-data will let 
researchers study the population in Northern Ontario without leaving the North and help to 
improve our understanding of northern society. 
 
The presentation will describe how Statistics Canada has made data available through the DLI 
and RDC programs, and how data differ between the two programs. The overall range of data 
available will be discussed, but there will be a specific focus in this presentation on data 
relating to health. The presentation will talk about the National Population Health Survey. 
The presentation will describe the process by which applications can be made to use the RDC 
data and how applications are evaluated.  

 
This free seminar is open to all interested persons   

Pay parking available in Lot PM D  
 

Call Linda Liboiron-Grenier at 675-1151 ext. 4358 for more information 
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